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	To:
	Council

	Date:
	Monday 2 October 2017

	Report of:
	Patsy Dell, Head of Planning, Sustainable Development and Regulatory Services 

	Title of Report: 
	Oxfordshire Environment Partnership


	Summary and recommendations

	Purpose of report:
	To inform Members of the work of the Oxfordshire Environment Partnership.

	Key decision:
	No

	Executive Board Member with responsibility:
	Councillor John Tanner, Clean and Green Oxford

	Corporate Priority:
	Clean and Green Oxford

	Policy Framework:
	Corporate Plan

	Recommendation: That Council notes the content of the report. 


Introduction and background 
1. Oxfordshire Environment Partnership has operated since 2008. It is a meeting of Cabinet Members and officers of the six local authorities in Oxfordshire, with other groups, that have responsibility for the environment to share best practice, review performance and discuss policy.  It has no decision making powers but can make recommendations.
2. Waste and recycling issues were incorporated into the Oxfordshire Environment Partnership as the result of the dissolution of the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership (OWP) in April 2015.  The dissolution of the OWP was a move away from a formal, binding and funded partnership to an informal model based on collaboration and cooperation.
3. The partnership meets three times a year at locations across the County.  Cherwell District County Council is due to take on the leadership and secretariat functions in 2018.
4. Partnership working locally is a general requirement of UK Government on a range of strategic issues. Therefore, the OEP is likely to have refreshed purpose and importance in the light of the work on growth locally since there is a desire to retain the importance of environmental features in both an urban and rural settings.

Terms of Reference
5. The Terms of reference were discussed by the partnership at a meeting in October 2015. The partnership agreed to concentrate on waste, biodiversity and best practice.  

6. Membership is an elected representative from each authority and the Chair rotates with three meetings a year.  

Activities in the last 12 months

7. The Oxford Environment Partnership has over the past twelve months continued to seek out and learn from best practice both within the county and beyond.  The OEP has received best practice presentations on food waste, Community Action Groups, State of Nature Report and circular economy.
8. There have also been discussion on issues of joint concern such as the reduction in communications and promotions on waste reduction messages since the demise of the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership and the contractor appointment for Household Waste and Recycling Centres.  
9. Joint dialogue has been carried out at officer level on taking forward responsibility for a Local Nature Partnership for Oxfordshire.  Previously this was undertaken by Wild Oxfordshire however due to resource constraints Wild Oxfordshire advised that they were no longer able to fulfil this role. 
Forward work programme

10. The forward programme is set on a meeting by meeting basis.  
Legal issues

11. The partnership has no formal decision making powers.  Any implementation actions are determined by individual authorities.
Financial issues

12. The partnership draws on ‘in kind’ resources from member authorities but holds no commissioning budget.
	Report author
	Jo Colwell

	Job title
	Environmental Sustainability Service Manager

	Service area or department
	Planning, Sustainable Development and Regulatory Services

	Telephone 
	01865 252188

	e-mail 
	jocolwell@oxford.gov.uk
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